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How can we make sense of 400,000 people?

* Projected turnout: 100,000 * 1574 registered organizations
« Initial turnout estimate: 310,000 * 50,000 registered students

* Final turnout estimate: 400,000 * [t took more than 5 hours for
everyone to pass the start

350.org



The People’s Climate March: September 21, 2014

» Mass mobilization calling for international and national action on climate change,
highlighted communities affected by climate change, and demonstrated public
support for climate action; scheduled for Sunday before UN talks began in NYC.

« Framed as part of a larger movement for climate justice— called for action that
“protects the poorest and most vulnerable in our society, and solutions that
prioritize those who have born the brunt of those problems.”

In addition to all kinds of environmental activists, the People’s Climate March
brought out protesters from a diverse range of organizations and interests....



Diverse Participation at the People’s Climate March

Anarchists & Anti Capitalists

Indigenous Activists
Melina Laboucan-Massimo/Facebook

Performance Artists
Vegans Stacey Horn EchoNYC

Anti-War Groups Young People

CodePink EcoRazzi Shadia Fayne Wood



How Can We Study Such a Diverse Population?

Because humans and social systems are not homogenous, we must make
sure that our research takes into account the range of variation in the
population and that it is represented in our sample of observations.

If not, then we can’t generalize our findings!

Accounting for this complexity takes a lot of legwork: 12 researchers from
the University of Maryland, Columbia University, and the University of British
Columbia were in the crowd at the People’s Climate March to collect
surveys from participants.

To get to the march, Maryland researchers were on a bus from DC at 5 am.



Surveying the Crowd at the Staging Area

Surveys were collected as protesters assembled for the march.

Research teams were positioned in each of the 6 staging sections
established by march organizers.

Here comes everybody! LGBTQ, NYC
Boroughs, Community Groups, Neighborhoods,
Cities, States, Countries & More

5. THE DEBATE IS OVER

The facts are in! Taking action is a moral necessity
Scientists, Interfaith & More

o 6.0 CHANGE EVERYTHING,
' WE NEED EVERYONE

4. WE KNOW WHO IS RESPONSIBLE

Let’s call out those who are holding back progress
Anti-Corporate Campaigns, Peace & Justice & More

3. WE HAVE SOLUTIONS

A just transition is possible — Renewable Energy, Food &
Water Justice, Environmental Organizations & More

2. WE CAN BUILD THE FUTURE

Every generation’s future is at stake, we can build a
better one — Labor, Families, Students, Elders & More




Random Sampling of the Crowd

* Researchers worked horizontally across the crowd, collecting
surveys from every 5" adult participant

» This method allowed researchers to select randomly respondents
and to work more quickly and evenly through the massive crowd

Total Completed Surveys: 468
Response Rate: 84%
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Sample Demographics

Respondents in our sample
were highly educated, female,
and politically liberal, which is
consistent with other studies of
volunteerism and the
environmental movement.
Respondents were most likely
to be in their mid 20s or 60s.
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Highest Level of Education
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Some High School

High School

Some University

University

Graduate or Professional School

Political Views
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Extremely Liberal/ Left

Liberal

Slightly Liberal

Moderate, middle of the road
Slightly Conservative
Conservative

Extremely Conservative/ Right
Other (write in)

Don't Know

Gender
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Female
Other




Where Did Protesters Travel From?

e 95% of participants lived in the United States
* 5% of participants traveled internationally

* 47% were from the New York City metropolitan / Tri-State area

Map of zip codes of participants from the Continental US



How Did Protesters Find Out About the March?

Nearly half of respondents heard about the protest from someone they knew,
and about a third indicated that they found out from an organization or group.

Flyers and posters were the most common non-relational channel, followed by
social media sites and websites.

Family/ Friends
People from an organization/
Flyers or Posters
Social Media
Web Site
School/ Work
E-mail/ Mailinglist
Radio/ TV
Newspaper
Other

00% 100% 200% 300% 400% 50.0%

Subway poster advertising the march



With Whom Did Protesters Attend the March?

With Members of Organization
Most respondents

Colleagues/Co-Students came with someone

Friends/Neighbors they knew, or with
an organization.
Twelve percent
Alone came to the march
alone.

Partner/Family

0.0% 10.0% 20.0%  30.0% 40.0%

NRDC Columbia.edu NY Daily News NY Daily News



How Experienced Were Protesters?

How many times have you attended a Of the protests that you have attended in the past
protest and/or demonstration in the past nine / years (since 2005), what have they been
five years? about?

Between Blank More than

20 times
6%

11 and 20
times
4%

1%

The Environment
Human Rights
Peace

Social Welfare
Education
Local Issues
Racism

Labor
Immigration
Other
Globalization

Between
6 and 10
times
7%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%



To What Degree are Protesters Civically Active?

Civic activities in the year prior to protest:

Percentage for
National Population

Percentage for
Climate March

sample
Signed a petition 35% 82%
Contacted an elected government representative 200/, 57%
Attended a public, town, community board, or school meeting 24% 52%
Wore or posted a button/flyer/sticker/poster of political campaign 29% 48%
Participated in a protest 6% 239
Contacted the media to express view 5% 31%
Gave a speech 4% 19%
Held or ran for public office 1% 4%
Engaged in political discussion on the Internet A 39%
Worked for a political party 19% 17%

Sources: General Social Survey, cumulative file 1972-2008; Roper Social Capital Community Survey, 2006; Roper Social and Political Trends
Data, 1973-1994; National sample data from the CIRCLE Civic and Political Health of the Nation Survey, 2006

Note: The “contacted the media to express view” variable reported here is derived from three survey question responses, aggregated to align
with national survey question formats. The questions were: In the past year have you: 1) Written a letter to a newspaper 2)Written an article for

a magazine or newspaper 3) Contacted the national or local media in another way.




Next Steps

Further analysis of PCM data for peer-reviewed paper

Comparison of data from PCM in 2014 to survey data collected at previous
climate marches in Copenhagen (2009) and the Hague (2000)

Data collection at the protest that will take place during the climate
negotiations in Paris in 2015.
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