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Introduction - Who is Fossil Free Lakehead?
● Fossil Free Lakehead is a student group advocating for Lakehead University 

to divest from the fossil fuel industry.

● The goal of divestment is not to directly impact fossil fuel companies’ ability to 
operate, but rather:
○ Works to aid in our transition away from fossil fuel dependency 
○ Raises awareness and sends a message that the use of fossil fuels is no 

longer feasible or sustainable for our future



Introduction - The Climate Crisis & Global Action

IPCC (2018) says 
“Global warming is likely to reach 1.5°C between 2030 and 

2052 if it continues to increase at the current rate.”
1.5°C to stay alive.

L: Montreal, 03/15/19 
R: Thunder Bay, 09/20/19



Local Perspectives on Climate Change



Divestment is Happening: Canadian Universities

❏ Laval University

❏ Université du Quebec à 
Montreal

❏ McGill University

❏ Concordia University 

❏ University of Ottawa 

❏ University of British 

Columbia 



MAKING THE CASE
Lakehead’s Responsible Investment Policy:

Divestment Considerations



a) Proven social, political, economic or environmental rationale.





b) Reasonable evidence that divestment is an effective way to 
achieve the desired outcome. 

UN SECRETARY-GENERAL
September 23, 2019

…



“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, 
you have chosen the side of the oppressor. If 

an elephant has its foot on the tail of a 
mouse and you say that you are neutral, the 

mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.”
       Desmond Tutu



c) Absence of alternative policies that are as effective at a lower 
cost, or more effective at the same cost.



d) Consistency with the University’s legal obligations as trustee. 









e) Consistency with its other University relationships.



LU Divestment Survey



LU Divestment Survey



















THE ASK

For Lakehead University to commit to divesting 

from the Carbon Underground 200 fossil fuel 

companies by 2020.

Carbon Underground 200 is a list of the top 100 publicly traded coal 

companies and top 100 publicly traded oil and gas companies.

https://fossilfreefunds.org/carbon-underground-200


REQUESTED ACTIONS
❏ We would like to be invited to the next meeting of the Finance and 

Operations Committee to hear an update on what they have found in 

regards to divestment.

❏ We would like to be invited to give a deputation to the full Board of 

Directors in January 2020

❏ Have a public commitment made to divest by March 1st, 2020


